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Central Bathis showy; every Georgian curve seems to throw up yet
further grandiose proof of the city’s right to Unesco status. But turnright
where the tour buses turn left and you enter a parallel city of rambling
lanes, artisan workshops, and willow-shaded canal ways that will
surprise you with their softer-spoken charms. By Chris Allsop
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instant escapes

CUT-OUT-AND-GO GUIDE ILOCALS’ BATH

SEE&DO

® Bath's pretty parks are
deservedly popular,but swervethe
crowdsinprim Parade Gardens and
sprawling Victoria Park. Quieter Prior
Park Landscape Garden (nationaltrust.
org.uk; £7 entry; @ onmap)is a poetic
flourish leadingthe eyeto the city’s
spires beyondthe park’s Palladian
Bridge. Prior Park’s views are pipped
only by quiet AlexandraPark®),a
tree-encircled summitinthe Bear Flat
district. More centrally, stumble across
areplicaRomantemplein Sydney
Gardens ®), whichfans outfrombehind
the Holburne Museum.

® Takingteamightfit with Bath's
formalfacade, butthe city also
microfoams some of the finest flat
whites. Preppy Colonna & Small's (6
ChapelRow; colonnaandsmalls.co.uk;
@) crafts the best (£3) — pairitwiththe
heavenly carrot cake (£2.90). If it must
betea, de-chintzandstepinto the
cleanlines of Comins TeaHouse (34
Monmouth St; cominstea.com;®) for
single estate loose-leaf tea (£2.50)
and SriLankan egghoppers (£3).

® Bathisarugbytown,itsbeating
heartthefamous, central‘Rec’ stadium
(Spring Gardens; bathrugby.com; ()
-andifit'srugby season (September
toMay) watchingagamethereisa
joyousrite of passage. Butremember
thisis Bath doing sport, so expect
Jamie Oliver food trucks and designer
handbags. Onthe east side, the Dyson
Standalso provides superb views of
the Abbey (tickets from £10).
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® Every Saturday morning, you'llfind
the cream of Somerset's crops boxed
andsold onthe stalls of the Bath
Farmer’s Market (Green Park Station;
bathfarmersmarket.co.uk;@). Nab free
tasters of award-winning Wyfe of
Bath cheese; eyeball decadent Seven
Hills chocolates made with local
organic butter; and pick up some
Quality English Apple Juice, squeezed
from fulsome West Country orchards.

® Make abakingpilgrimage to the
BertinetKitchen, runby French baker
andformer BBC Food Champion of the
Year, Richard Bertinet (12 St. Andrew’s
Terrace; thebertinetkitchen.com; ®). If
his courses are too much dough (the
one-day Introductionto Bread Making
costs £170pp), locate the bakery,
tuckedonanalleyinthe Design
Quarter,and engage with his genius
viaasticky almond croissant (£2).

® Bath's streets areahive of artisan
industry. Watch Katherine Fraser (74
Walcot St; katherinefraser.co.uk; ®)
weaving must-have merino wool
cushions onherloom; find handmade
tiles being painted on Old Orchard (88a
Walcot St; handmade-tiles.co.uk; @); or
pop throughthe back of Old Bank
Antiques Centre (16-17 Walcot
Buildings; oldbankantiquescentre.
com; ) — you'llstumble across a
craftsmanupcyclingruined antiques.

® Loveyourlocalale and pork
scratchings with aside of live music?
Bath's cosiestboozers await.
Community-run The Bell (103 Walcot
St; thebellinnbath.co.uk; @) is aboho
pub with free gigs during the week

— localslove the Sunday lunchtimes.
You'll find subterranean groovesinthe
StJames Wine Vaults (10 St James St;
stjameswinevaults.co.uk; @), while the
intimate Green Park Brasserie (Green
Park Station; greenparkbrasserie.com;
@) is anotherresidents’ favourite.

® Theidea of cycling hilly Bath might
be anathemato allbutthe most
masochistic Lycradevotee, but Two
Tunnels Greenway, 6.5km of
convertedrailway, is picturesque —
andflat. Rentfromthe Nextbike
stationsintown (£10 for five hours),
andpedalthe 20km loop to Midford
andback (bit.ly/2tunnels), stopping of f
at Warleigh Weir, at the bottom of Ferry
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CUT-OUT-AND-GO GUIDE ILOCALS’' BATH

EAT

©® Ataste of Spain
OLETAPAS (Tapas about £6)
Because: Everythingatthis dinky
restauranttucked awayinthe city
centre —fromthe staff accentsto the
Manchego cream cheese drizzled with
Malaga-made honey —is authentically
Spanish and, naturally, rather more-ish.
Travel's tip: Try a G&T from the
dedicated Spanish ginmenu. 1John St;
01225 424274, oletapas.co.uk; .

® Foodie winebar

CORKAGE (Small plates about £7)
Because: This pop-up wentpermanent
after ecstaticresponses to the eclectic
cuisine — think octopus marinatedin
PinotNoir with lemon-infused
hummus. Travel's tip: If there are four
of you, orderthe entire menu (about 14
dishes). Youwon'tregretit. 132a Walcot
St; 01225 422577, corkagebath.com; @,

® Brunch favourite

CASTLEFARM CAFE (Mains about £8)
Because:Intherolling hills on Bath's
southernborder, this laid-back cafe
serves up the city’s tastiest — and
vegetarian — breakfast. It's local fare:
homemade bakedbeans, and Bertinet
sourdoughtoast. Travel's tip: Don't miss
the farm shop, full of gourmet goodies
suchas spicyrhubarb andbeetroot
chutney. Midford Rd; 07564 783307:(.

©® Relaxed gastro-pub

KING WILLIAM (Mains about £18)
Because:|t's asmartpalate pleaser,
using the finestlocal produce. Try a
malty pint of King Williamin the bar,

or go upstairs for candlelightand
white-linentablecloths. Travel's tip:
Lunchmainstoo heavy? You canorder
fromthe barmenu. 36 Thomas St;
01225428096, kingwilliampub.com; .

® Low-keywizardry

MENU GORDON JONES

(Six courses £55)

Because: The conceptmightalarmthe
unadventurous: no menu —instead six
surprise courses (five for £50 atlunch).
Expecthaute cuisine thatfills bellies,
and creative seasonal pairings suchas
Jerusalem artichoke soufflé with bacon
ice cream. Course for course, it'sis the
bestmealinthecity. Travel's tip: The
kitchenis opento dietary requirements
—justphoneahead. 2 Wellsway; 01225
480871, menugordonjones.co.uk;ab.
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DRINK

® Old-school charm
THESTARINN
Because: Little changed since the 16th
century (it still sells snuff behind the
bar), thisis your, par excellence. Play
shove ha'penny, or settle by thefire
with apint of golden Bellringer, brewed
inBath. Travel's tip: Go ona Thursday
eveningand getfreebarsnacks.23
Vineyards; fb.com/thestarinnbath.

® Toproast

HARE &HOUNDS

Because: This handsome Victorian
gastro-pub has spectacular viewsinto
leafy Wiltshire — and equally
spectacular Sundayroasts. Travel's
tip: The small car parkis usually full, but
you canpark free onthe road opposite.
Lansdown Rd; hareandhoundsbath.
com.

® Localbrews

THESALAMANDER

Because: Thisjolly pub moonlights as
the shop frontfor Bath Ales brewery.
It's best enjoyed with a pint of malty
Gem afterarugby match, when
supporters fromboth sidesrushinto
celebrate and commiserate. Travel's

ASK THE
LOCAL

Kate Authersis afreelance
creative (and former editor
of alocal magazine) who
haslivedinthecity for 11
years

Hiddenaway inLilliput
Court, The Hideout (1
Lilliput Court; hideoutbath.co.uk)is a
tiny stone-walled bunker of a whisky
bar-it'sarealfind. Knowledgeable
bartenders with flat caps, waistcoats
and big smiles mix mean cocktails. The
Scallop Shell (22 Monmouth Place;
thescallopshell.co.uk) is my favourite
restaurantfor consistently awesome
oysters, cock crab, chips and curry
sauce washed down withaglass or
two of fizz - I love theice-filledrolltop
bathdisplaying the catch of the day. For
theinside track onthe city’sfoodand
drink legends, take the three-hour
FoodHeroes of Bath tour with
SavouringBath (£35pp; savouringbath.

STAY

® Lifeandsoul

HILLHOUSE (Doubles from £115, B&B)
Because: OwnerHarry'swarm
welcome atthe door sets the tone for
this convivial B&B opposite Camden
Crescent. The building, datingback to
1762,isahodgepodge of glamand
homely, withan ebullientart collection
magpied from local artists. Withan
international clientele aroundits
farmhouse breakfasttable, comeready
forhomemade yoghurtserved with
eclectic conversation. Travel's tip: Ask
foraroom facingtowards Victoria Park
-hotairballoons canoftenbe seen
risinginthe morning. 25 Belvedere;
01225 920520, hillhousebath.co.uk.

® Centralretreat

THEROSEATE VILLA (Doubles from
£120,B&B)

Because: This Villareflects the serenity
of Henrietta Park opposite, despite
beingbutaRomanhelmethurlfrom
selfie-central Pulteney Bridge. Its
stately exterior enfolds awarmheart:
fresh flowers andhomemade
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shortbread awaitinthe pleasant,
light-filledrooms, while returning
guests canlook forwardto Charlotte
Brunswick choccies awaitingthem on
goosedownduvets. Travel'stip: Don't
splurge on The Hideaway suite asisn’t
as up-to-date asthe otherrooms.
HenriettaRoad; 01225805513, www.
roseatevillabath.com.

® Classic comfort
BRINDLEY'SBOUTIQUE (Doubles
from£125,B&B)

Because: Hidingbehinda veil of
raspberry-whip wisteria, this
Edwardianvillais tucked away on aside
road about 10 minutes’ walk fromthe
city centre. Experienced new
ownership hasrevitalised the garden
furniture, butlefteverythingelse
just-so atthisrelaxingboutique hotel.
Travel's tip: Just up the hillis public
accesstoBath's mostbeautiful stretch
of canal. 14 Pulteney Gardens; 01225
310444, brindleysbath.co.uk.

® Pimm’s heaven
PARADISEHOUSE (Doubles from
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instant escapes

£130,B&B)

Because:lt's allaboutthe garden. You
walk throughthe crisp interior of just
anotherhandsome Georgianfagadeto
emergeinto asingularhalf acre of
walled garden, complete witha
wisteria-lacedpergola,ina
neighbourhoodthatfloats above the
city. Pimm’sis served onthelawnin
summertime, which only heightens the
fantasythatyou're starringinaBeeb
perioddrama. Travel's tip: The newly
redecorated luxurykingis the quietest
room, withits own entrance onto that
stellarlawn. 86-88 Holloway; 01225
317723, paradise-house.co.uk.

® Eclecticstyle

NO.15 GREAT PULTENEY STREET
(Doubles from £140,B&B)

Because: Anidiosyncraticboutique
hotel,amodernartgallery,aquirky
interiors showroom-No.15is all three,
sensibly contained withinthe grand
frontage of Pulteney Street. Take the
stairs soas notto miss the gramophone
lightfixture, butmindthe blind stairwell
-thehotel'smostAlice Throughthe

Looking Glass touch. Travel's tip: Room
priceincludes accesstothelarder-a
SMECG fridge stocked with organic
Marshfield Farmice cream.15 Great
Pulteney Street; 01225807015,
nol5greatpulteney.co.uk.

® Sensoryfeast

BERDOULAT & BREAKFAST (Doubles
from£165,B&B)

Because: An offerof wineisn'tfaraway
atthis magicallittle B&B onaquietroad
nearthe Abbey. Arrive atmealtime, and
youenterafragrantfogof Neri's
cooking spices andherarchitect
husband Patrick’s sensual décor. For
breakfast, try her award-winning Full
Turkish. Travel's tip: Guests cantake
some privatereadingtimeinthe
grandiose library, stocked with 6,000
books, by appointment. 5 Pierrepont
Place; 01225334798,
berdoulatandbreakfast.co.uk.

GETMETHERE
GOINDEPENDENT
Bathis south of the M4 exitingon
junction18. Congestimn canbe dreadful,
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