—
New
Zealandin a campervan

ke itcome true: Campervanningis allabout
ws. Andnowhere on Earth are they more
ectacular per squarekilometre thanin New
l=2aland. NZ's twoislands deliver the snow-
=pped peaks of the Alps, the epic fjords
*Norway andthe temperaterainforests
*North America's Pacific Northwest.
You'llneed atleastthree weeksto doboth
worthand SouthlIslands —aweekinthe
olcanic, verdant North, savingtwo forthe
nountains and glaciers of the South. New
=alandis aland of detours, and therefore the
erfectplace for campervanning. Ilt's made
=sier by thefactthatthere are plenty of RV
nd caravan parks, while campsites — both

Pick up your camperi Aucklén’d' ~
country’s centralhub. Fromhere, hangaleft

towards the gorgeous Coromandel Peninsula

tounwind from your 27-hour flightin your
own self-dugthermal sand bath at Hot Water
Beach. Over the next week, pick your way
south, via Rotorua, theisland’s volcanic heart,
tothe bijou capital of Wellington. Indulge
inits food and coffee scene before taking
athree-and-a-half-hour ferry across the
scenic Cook Straitto SouthIsland.
Disembarkinginto the world-famous
Marlborough wine country, fill the minifridge
with bottles of crisp Sauvignon Blanc, then
negotiate theisland counter-clockwise,
following Highway 6 along the coast. Gawp at
the white-capped Southern Alpsrising up to
your leftas you approach Westland Tai Poutini

Really easy

R0AD TRIPS

misty dawns and lich’en~strew,h forests.
Heading back up to Auckland along the east
coast, you'll find penguins on the Otago

Peninsulaand farewelldrinksin Christchurch.

Travel'stip: Avoid July and August — the best
sites get snaffled and biting sandflies arerife.
Getmethere: Air New Zealand hasreturns

to Auckland and Christchurch from Heathrow
from £1,168. Britz (britz.com) has modern,
comfortable campervanrentals from
about£25aday.

Freewheeling:

pit stopwithaview

of HokiangaHarbour
- onNorthisland




